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ABSTRACT 

Tinea imbricata or Tokelau ringworm is an unusual superficial 

dermatophytosis caused by the anthropophilic Trichophyton 

concentricum.  Three cases of Tinea imbricata observed at the 

Municipal Health Office of Kiamba, Sarangani Province, 

Philippines are reported in this study.  All three patients were 

from an indigenous ethnic group of Sarangani Province and 

lived in isolated upland communities. Patient 1 was a 30 year old 

male, Patient 2 was a 40 year old female, and Patient 3 was a 19 

year old female.  Lesions lasted ~27 years, ~25 years, and 2 years, 

respectively.  All patients presented with characteristic extensive 

polycyclic to serpiginous scaling lesions, with areas of sparing.  

Microscopic examination of skin scrapings prepared with 

potassium hydroxide revealed the characteristic broad, 

branched, septate, irregular hyphae.  Trichopyton concentricum, 

the causative agent, was isolated in one of the patients using 

Mycobiotic agar.  Histopathologic examination on 2 of the 

patients revealed acute and chronic inflammation, and Periodic 

Acid Schiff-positive fungal hyphae. All patients were started on 

Griseofulvin 500mg tab once daily.  The case series presented 

here is the first account of Tinea imbricata in the Philippines 

since the 1990s.   

 

Key Words: Tinea imbricata, Tokelau Ringworm, Sarangani, 

Anthropophilic, T’boli tribe 
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